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Trump: Stop ‘lowlifes and losers’ 


President pushes hard line 
to quell unrest, violence 


BY ZEKE MILLER 
AND MATT SEDENSKY 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Presi- 
dent Donald Trump on 
Tuesday turned up the 
pressure on governors to 
quell the violence set off by 
the death of George Floyd, 
demanding New York call 
up the National Guard to 
stop the “lowlifes and los- 
ers.” 

As more demonstrations 
began taking shape around 
the country, the president 
amplified his hard-line calls 
of a day earlier, in which he 
threatened to send in the 


military to restore order if 
governors didn’t do it. 

“NYC, CALL UP THE 
NATIONAL GUARD,” he 
tweeted. “The lowlifes and 
losers are ripping you apart. 
Act fast! Don’t make the 
same horrible and deadly 
mistake you made with the 
Nursing Homes!!!” 

In New York, where 
crowds of people on Mon- 
day night smashed store 
windows and police made 
nearly 700 arrests, Mayor 
Bill de Blasio extended an 8 
p.m. curfew all week. 

“Were going to have a 
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President Donald Trump told governors Tuesday to do 
more to stop violence set off by the killing of George Floyd. 


Senator defends deputy 
removed for speaking out 


By EILEEN KELLEY 


Florida Sen. Perry 
Thurston says his cousin 
was just telling the truth: 
The Broward Sheriff’s Of- 
fice needs more black peo- 
ple in key departments. 

Now that cousin, Sher- 
iff’s Deputy Ronald 
Thurston, has been re- 
moved from his position 
and placed on desk duty, as 
the agency investigates his 
post on social media. 

If the Broward Sheriff's 
Office — and countless po- 
lice agencies across the 
country — had been more 
reflective of the communi- 


ty it serves, then perhaps 
America would not be the 
tinderbox it is right now, 
Perry Thurston said Tues- 
day. 

“I think all the points he 
made were valid,” he said. 

On Saturday, as protests 
were growing more violent 
here and across the coun- 
try after the death of 
George Floyd in Minneap- 
olis, Ronald Thurston 
turned to social media and 
pointed out what he con- 
sidered the lack of black 
deputies assigned to vari- 
ous departments such as 
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A team of technicians with United Restoration wipes down work surfaces at JAFCO Children’s Ability Center in Sunrise. 


Cleaners mopped up crime scenes, 
now they're killing the coronavirus 


By ANDREW BORYGA 


Wiping counters with 
disinfectant is one thing, 
but showing up with a team 
of people covered head to 
toe in protective gear to 
blast away the coronavirus? 

Many things stand out 
about how specialists do 
extensive cleaning at 
restaurants, hotels and hos- 
pitals across South Florida. 
Some even resemble Ghost- 
busters as they lug cleaning 
backpacks to spray every 
surface. 

Here are some key de- 
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tails that may surprise you 
about the lucrative, largely 
unregulated coronavirus 
disinfection industry. 

Michael Clementi has 
been cleaning up suicides 
and homicides in South 
Florida since 1996. In re- 
cent months, he’s transi- 
tioned his rather unique 
skill set and equipment to 
disinfect restaurants, den- 
tist offices and senior cen- 
ters of the coronavirus. 

“Its been nonstop,’ he 
said. 
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A technician with United Restoration uses a fogging 
machine loaded with hospital-grade disinfectant. 
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DeSantis extends 
evictions ban for 


additional month 


By DAvID LYONS 


Gov. Ron DeSantis has 
extended a ban on residen- 
tial evictions in Florida for 
another month. 

Tenants and landlords 
statewide had anxiously 
waited for a decision from 
the governor on Monday as 
to whether he would ex- 
tend a moratorium for a 
second time since it was 
invoked in early April. 

He acted late Monday by 
setting a new expiration 
date for 12:01 a.m. on July L 

“Weve got a bunch of 
different things that are ex- 
piring,” DeSantis told a 
news conference in West 
Boca Raton last Friday. 
“We obviously are also go- 
ing to look at Florida’s over- 
all posture on some of the 
restrictions and so we'll be 
having a lot of announce- 
ments over the next few 
days.” 

The moratorium per- 
tains to residential proper- 
ties and not to commercial 
real estate such as office 
buildings, warehouses, 
free-standing retail shops 
and shopping malls. 

Oscar Rivera, an attor- 
ney at the South Florida 
law firm of Siegfried Rive- 
ra, said Monday that clients 
who operate apartment 
buildings have not seen an 
outpouring of delinquen- 
cies since the coronavirus 
pandemic upended the 
economy. He surmised that 
is probably a result of loans 
and grant money flowing 
from the public sector to 
help keep businesses 
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Gov. Ron DeSantis has 
extended a ban on residen- 
tial evictions to July 1. 


afloat. 

“On the residential side, 
a lot of our clients who are 
owners of residential prop- 
erties have been collecting 
a large percentage of rents,” 
he said. 

Commercial landlords, 
Rivera added, have been 
working out delays in rent 
payments for those tenants 
who need them. 

“We represent all sorts 
of landlords and across the 
board; we have not seen a 
significant uptick in any 
kinds of defaults,” he said. 
“People are trying to look 
through this situation in 
the most favorable way 
possible.” 

But there are large num- 
bers of laid off or fur- 
loughed Floridians who 
are running out of cash af- 
ter losing their jobs to gov- 
ernment-mandated busi- 
ness shutdowns triggered 
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